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Northeast Airshow 2002

On Memoria Day weekend, 2002, Schenectady
Country Airport played host to the Northeast
Airshow. Thisistypically ashow held closer to the

By Mark Hutchinson
and Alex DeMarco

First, several big boxes of display items, built
rockets, rocket kits, spent engines, magazines, and
the like were unloaded. Our table was close to the

end of September, but the
air show committee was
offered the Blue Angels,
and only able to get them
in May. That’'s achance
you just don’t turn down.
With total weekend crowds
expected at 40,000, and
coming in over 60,000
people, you know why!

Did you know that ASTRE
hosted a booth at the event?
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hangar door without
being in the sun. It was
chilly inside, and |
actually wore long pants!

| set up the table
completewithaTV/
VCR, samples of

newsl etters, magazines,
and whatnot... Several
club members stepped
forward and lent the
effort a number of
completed models.

DAY #1 (Saturday) Report:
It's funny to think that | used to live less than a half-
mile from the Schenectady Airport where the
Airshow is held, and never really went to it. Plenty
of weekends were spent on the roof watching the
circling flights, though. Now I live 40 minutes
away, and I’'m not only going, but displaying, too.

| arrived Saturday morning at 8:45 am, and already
the parking lots had people waiting. With the storms
during the week, there was alimit on where people
could park. Luckily, | was allowed to pull onto the

Thank you!

It didn’t take long for the hangar to fill up with
people. | was still putting the finishing touches on
the booth when | looked up and counted FIFTEEN
people checking out the display! We had non-stop
visitors from 9:00 am until after the show was over!
We only had one break, and that was when the Blue
Angelswereintheair...

Doug Hallenbeck and his two sons Aaron and Tim
helped at the display, and much needed lunch and

tarmac, and back up to the hangar door and unload. (Continued on page 3)
In This Issue...
Northeast Airshow 2002—Flight For Freedom......... N O7= 1 (o l0] I O] 1 1= CH SRR 5
Editor's Thermal ... 2 Upcoming Events & Challenge!...........cccccoviveeeeennn. 5
LI ] o] [0 TN 2 Customizing Rockets with household items ............ 6
Stardust Schedule of Publishing............cccccvvieennn. 2 NASA's Space Place—Frisbees in Space............... 8
NE Airshow (CON').uuuniiiiiieiiiii e, 3 Calendar of EVENLS ........cvvvvivviviiiiiiicceeee e 9
Red Mill ROCKELS ........ovviiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeee e 4 How To Get To ASTRE's Flying Field .................... 9


http://www.skybluephoto.com

T "#$% 18
Jan/Feb/Mar 2003
Volume 17, Number 1

Sardust is published bimonthly by the
Albany, Schenectady, Troy Rocket
Enthusiasts (ASTRE), Section #471 of the
National Association of Rocketry (NAR).

Y ou may contact us via:

ATTN: Stardust Editor
Mark Hutchinson
6 George Street
Rensselaer, NY 12144
M .Hutchinson@nyssbdc.org

ATTN: ASTRE President
Alex DeMarco
244 Madison Ave. East,
Rensselaer, NY 12144
demarcao@sysadm.suny.edu

ASTRE Online
http://www.astre471.org

ASTRE471 on eGroups
http://www.egroups.com/group/ASTRE471

Newsletter content in thisissue by:

Alex DeMarco
Mark Hutchinson
Kelo Waivio / SMASH #500
Dr. Tony Phillips/NASA-JPL

Stardust Rebuked

Wow, what aweird year for ASTRE flying rockets!

First, | feel | must apologize to the club for the lack of the
newsletter. Trying to push 6 issues a year was one thing, and
with aclub our size, we just aren’'t ready (again). We aso
NEED people to submit articles and ideas for the newsletter.
Without you, thisisjust abunch of paper with a stamp on it.

There were alot of other personal things that happened, and if
it's going to be a problem again, I'll make sure that thereis
better newsdletter staffing coverage. ‘Nuff said.

Considering we had alot of launch dates cancelled/delayed
because of bad weather, ASTRE club members did alot more
outreach in 2002, and that’ s good. Taking part in school
show-and-tell exposes the hobby to fresh flyers. Going out to
the community shows it to more people.

Perhaps we should take a cue from alocal sky-diving club,
who has a stuffed and mounted sky diver on the roof. Driving
around town, with afake missile coming out of the hood and
roof might be another way to draw more people into our
hobby. Can anyone donate a vehicle to the cause? Any good
linesto tell the police when they pull you over?

— Mark Hutchinson

Want to write an article, but don’t know
what to write about? Here's a list of the
topics/items you'll find in most issues:

NAR / Hobby News
Upcoming Event Calendar / Results / Info
Competition Corner / Event Hints

Stardust Schedule of Publishing:

Stardust _Issue ................. Submissions by........ Print Date
1-Jan/Feb/March Issue.....Jan 25...........cccceen... Feb 10
2-April/May/June............... April 25 s May 10
3-July/August/September . July 25..........cccevveeee Aug 10
4-Oct./Nov./Dec................ Oct 25, Nov 10

Club members who wish to may have ads, pictures or
messages printed in Stardust, space permitting. Copy
must be in good taste, with editor having final cancel

New Releases
Product Review
Tech Tip / Tips + Tricks

Plan / JimZ Archive option. Non-member or commercial ads will currently be
Websites handled at a mutually agreed compensation rate.
Flashback

Club/Member Projects
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Northeast Airshow, cont.

(Continued from page 1)

bathroom breaks were taken, rotating people around.
Crowds on the “Flight Deck” were congested, and
moving around was difficult and slow. The crowd
did seem to be understanding of the high head
count...

Amongst the early entertainment, were the Iron
Eagles, International Aerobatic Champion Nikolay
Timofeev, The Mad Bomber (An A-10 bombing
Demo team), a 407 mph fire breathing, Jet powered
fire truck called the Hawaiian Eagle.

The Blue Angels made their presence known loudly
in the afternoon. Roaring over the hangar where the

By Mark Hutchinson
and Alex DeMarco

the van to get the remaining 2 models. When |
returned to the hangar | found both models on the
floor broken. The wind had whipped up creating a
swirling effect inside the hangar, and the metal booth
dividers behind each booth fell down knocking the
models of their stands. Arrrgh! The air show
officias closed down two of the three hangar doors
to protect the inside from more damage. The storm
lasted for about 20 minutes, after it passed it
remained overcast outside and raised questions as to
weather the show would go on..

Later on that morning my booth mates John Sicker
and one of our newest members Sarah Mgjot arrived.
They immediately started fielding questions and

ASTRE display was
held, there was a definite
shock wave whenthe |
jets cleared the roof.

Leaving the show on
Saturday was an
exercisein patience.
Alex came up to check
out the digs. Traffic was
still backed up more
than an hour after the
airshow wasover. Asl
was headed to camp
after the show, | helped
Alex pack everything

ASTRE Display Booth, Northeast Airshow—with Doug Hallenbeck

handing out flyers and
magazines.

' Theturn out was not as
great as Saturday, but
with fewer people
crowding the table it
made it easier to chat
with everyone that
stopped by. It also
allowed ustotakein a
& little bit of the show.

£ | Weall took turns taking
in some of the show.
The hangar cleared out
when the Blue Angles

into hisvan. All inall thiswasareally cool thing to
do, and I'd do it again.

- Mark Hutchinson

DAY #2 (Sunday) Report: Alex

On Sunday | started out bright and early at 7 am.
Packed the car, stopped at Dunkin Donuts and | was
good to go. | arrived at the airport around 8:30 am to
an overcast sky and chaos in the hangar. All the
tables and chairs had been pushed back to the walls
and the items that we left overnight were all over the
place. After repositioning the table and chairs, |
started to unpack the van. Shortly after | began
unloading, it started to rain. | had placed 2 models
on their stands behind the table and headed back to

were performing, so we were able to see quite of bit
of them. Dueto the low cloud level they performed
much of their show right in front of the crowd at low
levels which was pretty cool.

At about 4:30 pm we started packing up. After that |
stuck around to watch the F16 and a cargo plane
leave. There was no sense in rushing as | would only
sitin traffic.

| think it was a great weekend for ASTRE and the
Air show. Attendance at the show was the best it has
been in years and our exposure will hopefully gain us
some new members.

- Alex DeMarco
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Red Mill Rockets

In June of 2002 | was invited back to my
daughters 1st grade class to finish a rocket
presentation | started in October. In October,
I had brought in several models to show the
class. After my discussion | had planned to
launch some models in the school yard, but
unfortunately the weather was not cooperating
so outdoor activity was scrubbed. With winter
settling in, my return was postponed until

warmer weather arrived.

This time, | brought 2 flying saucer models and
a small Quest kit. | figured the saucers would
be neat since | could put them up on bigger

By Alex DeMarco

Red Mill School, E. Greenbush—A proud Marie DeMarco on the right.

motor without the fear of losing them, plus |

could make a lot of NOISE to get the kids

attention.

| flew my STYRO Fro Jr. on a C6-3, my Art

this picture...

Applewhite Saucer on a D12... That got the

attention of the whole school!

Cartoon Corner

I CAMT REMEMBER...
HAS Tisy ALWAYS HAD HARDWARE
CRAFTED OATo MiM, OF ONLY SINCE
THAT NEW KID @07 HERE..?
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- Alex

After the launching was done | had time to take

The kids had a great time... As did I..

JP’S
TRAINS & HOBBIES

277 Troy Schenectady Rd.
Latham, NY 12110

(518) 782-0981

Estes - Quest - Aerotech - North Coast
“You Need It, We'll Get It”

Current members of ASTRE receive
10% discount on purchases at JP' sl
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