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Leap of Faith:  An Astronaut’s Journey into the Unknown 
by Gordon Cooper with Bruce Henderson 
Harper Torch, 2000 
Paperback edition published in 2002. 
314 pp. with 21 black and white photos 
 
I picked up this book at our local Barnes & 
Noble in Pittsfield during my spring break.  I 
had recently finished reading Jim Lovell’s 
book, Lost Moon (of Apollo 13 fame), and 
was looking for more astronaut insider 
information. 
 
Leap of Faith chronicles Gordon “Gordo”  
Cooper’s Mercury flight and Gemini 5 flight 
while also touching on aspects of his 
personal life, marriage difficulties, NASA  
establishment, and his love of flying.  Faith 
7 is the name of his Mercury spacecraft.  His 
flight was at one point the longest flight in 
space, with Cooper having spent 32 plus 
hours on the mission.  The flight is highly 
detailed, including accounts of what he 
witnessed, tests he undertook, and the on-
board electrical problems that curtailed the 
length of his mission and put his life in 
jeopardy.  The Gemini 5 flight is a tale of 
close friendship with fellow astronaut Peter 
Conrad.  Cooper also gives some detailed accounts and 
opinions about fellow astronauts Deke Slayton and Alan 
Shepard, including particularly juicy descriptions of how Deke 
and Alan were jockeying for power and position within NASA.  
Both Deke and Alan were grounded for medical reasons for a 
number of years.  Alan Shepard finally commanded a mission 
to the moon aboard Apollo 14 while Slayton was on a Apollo/
Soyuz friendship mission in 1975. 

Gordon Cooper also spends some time talking about his various 
engineering contributions to NASA, his personal friendship 

with the great rocketmeister Wernher von 
Braun, and the Apollo 1 tragedy.  Halfway 
through the book, Cooper leaves NASA 
behind and spins tales of UFO sightings, 
government cover-ups, and fellow ET 
believers.  One chapter of particular interest 
involves the inventions of a Utah 
entrepreneur named Wendell Welling and 
his attempts to recreate a flying saucer.  
Cooper never met Welling, but met his son 
who allowed Cooper to enter Wendell’s barn 
and test the flying saucers.  The rest of the 
book takes even a weirder turn when the 
astronaut begins discussing telepathic 
powers, remote viewing, transmissions from 
outer space and fork and spoon bending.  At 
one point in reading this book, I was faced 
with the dilemma that Cooper is either 
insane, absolutely honest and forthright, or a 
charlatan trying to make some money off of 
his fading fame of yesteryear.   
 
I will let other readers make their own 
judgments about this, but I must say Cooper 
does pose some interesting questions.  He 
does not hesitate to criticize as well as keep 

an open mind.  Suffice it to say, the book was a good read and 
caused me to think.  It also gave me a greater appreciation for 
some of these early space explorers who sat on 260,000 pound 
rockets burning fuel at a rate of 2000 pounds a second.  Anyone 
who has taken that kind of ride deserves a listen, or in this case, 
a read. 
 
Clive Davis, NAR #80412 
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Trail(er)s of Stardust 
Part Deux 

 
The club trailer will be debuting at the Spoooky Sport Launch 
in October! Come out and see it! 
 
It’s now completely painted white, enamel paint on the frame, 
and white latex on the wood. 
 
There are essentially four panels available for logos and 
contact info, the two sides which are ROUGHLY 3 1/2 feet 
wide, and 2 feet tall, and the front / tailgate ends which are 
about 2 1/2 feet wide, and 2 feet tall.  It would be nice to have 
either the sides painted with logo and website info, or to have 
signs made up, and fixed onto the side of the trailer. 
 
All the current club gear in Alex’s or my possession is in the 
trailer, and there is still plenty of room for more gear. 
 
I’ve also added the 2 stands I made for the Air Show, they are 
suitable for display only at this point, and are unpainted. 
 
I also have another high power launch pad I’m working on… 
 

— Mark Hutchinson 
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Newsletter content in this issue by: 

Clive Davis 
Alex DeMarco 

Mark Hutchinson 
Dr. Tony Phillips /NASA-JPL 

   Stardust  Issue .................Submissions by ....... Print Date 
   1-Jan/Feb/March Issue .....Jan 25 ...................... Feb 10 
   2-April/May/June ..............April 25 .................... May 10 
   3-July/August/September .July 25 ..................... Aug 10 
   4-Oct./Nov./Dec. ...............Oct 25 ...................... Nov 10 
    
Club members who wish to may have ads, pictures or 
messages printed in Stardust, space permitting.  Copy 
must be in good taste, with editor having final cancel 
option.  Non-member or commercial ads will currently be 
handled at a mutually agreed compensation rate. 

Want to write an article, but don’t know 
what to write about?  Here’s a list of the 
topics/items you’ll find in most issues: 
 
NAR / Hobby News 
Upcoming Event Calendar / Results / Info 
Competition Corner / Event Hints 
New Releases 
Product Review 
Tech Tip / Tips + Tricks 
Plan / JimZ Archive 
Websites 
Flashback 
Club/Member Projects 

Stardust Schedule of Publishing: Topics: 

Editor’s Thermal: 
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by Clive Davis My Rocketry Addiction 

talking about substantial savings.  Also, buying bulk packs is 
often a cheaper way of getting motors at a cheaper rate.  Also, if 
you know what kind of kit you want to purchase, you can also 
internet/mail order for this.   
 
So why visit hobby stores?  I have found that there really is no 
substitute to visiting a really exciting hobby store.  For me, my 
Mecca is Countdown Hobbies (www.countdownhobbies.com) 
in Bethel, CT.  It takes me almost 2 hours to travel to the store, 
so I make the pilgrimage only about once or twice a year.  Let 

me tell you, it is definitely worth the 
trip!  The store specializes in rocketry 
and has kits from such manufactures as 
Estes, Custom, Quest, Aerotech, 
Vaughn Brothers, Binder, LOC, Public 
Missiles, BSD and North Coast 
Rocketry (Ok, NCR are no longer in 
production, but Kevin has a few) on 
display.  In addition to this, Kevin has a 

huge supply of parachutes, kevlar cord, nomex heat shields, 
centering rings, piston ejection systems, balsa wood, body 
tubes, nose cones, monokote, adhesives, motors, the works.  
Ah, the daydreaming that takes place when I enter the store!  I 

am not writing this to promote 
Countdown Hobbies, but I think there 
really is value to spending quality time 
in a hobby store dedicated to model 
rocketry.  It was here that I discovered 
Apogee Components kits, Nomex heat 
shields, X-form parachutes, and the non-
standard 24 mm F32 motor produced by 
Aerotech.  What also makes for good 
learning is sharing ideas with model 
rocketry friends who are on a shopping 
spree with you. So, the next time you 
decide to head to Bethel, CT, call me 
up.  Maybe we can organize an ASTRE 
trip! 
 

 
The following are hobby store websites which offer motors at a 
competitive price: 
 
Discount Hobby Center (www.discounthobbycenter.com) 
Discount Hobby Center has not updated their website in a 
while.  When I e-mail them, I never get a response.  It is easy, 
however, to check prices on-line and then order over the phone. 
Countdown Hobbies (www.countdownhobbies.com) 
Valueland Hobbies (www.valueland.com) 
 
 
Clive Davis has been a member of NAR since 2001.  He builds 
and flies whenever he gets a chance.  Feel free to contact him at 
cdavis@bsn.net 

My first exposure to model rocketry was observing my Junior 
High School's model rocketry club launch rockets on the 
athletics fields of our school.  I must say I never got involved or 
even approached the launch pads.  Perhaps I was too shy.  I also 
assumed that rocketeers were members of some secret 
pyrotechnic cult.  How wrong I was!  Fast forward to my first 
summer of teaching at a school in New Hampshire not too long 
ago.  The science teacher of the school was a model rocket 
enthusiast.  After I did my afternoon duties, I would often visit 
his rocket building class and observe students putting together 
rockets.  One day while visiting a hobby 
store, I broke down and bought an Estes 
Ninja.  After I changed jobs and moved 
to the Berkshires, I became friends with 
the physics teacher at my new post.  He 
was really into model rockets and taught 
his class a segment using Alphas, Big 
Berthas and Fat Boys, among others.  I 
assisted him with helping the students 
prep rockets while he manned the launch pads.  His thanks for 
my help was the gift of a Big Bertha kit.  That's how I started.... 
 
When I first got serious about building, I would put rockets 
together in a methodical but quick 
manner.  At first, I was happy with my 
results, but after inspecting my work 
closely, I began to become critical of 
misaligned fins, balsa grain showing 
through paint, paint drips, lines on nose 
cones, spirals appearing on body tubes, 
and decals not placed correctly.  On the 
field, I was concerned about scorched 
parachutes, short shock cords, stalling 
gliders, and long delays.  When not 
building, I was scanning sites on the 
internet for more rocketry information.  
I also started gathering books and 
magazines on the subject.  Then I had to 
find the best places to purchase rocketry 
supplies and motors..... which brings me to my next point. 
 
Clive's recommendations for model rocketry supplies: 
 
If you are just looking for one Estes kit to build or a one pack of 
motors for a quick launch, then by all means support your local 
hobby stores.  I often will visit just to see what is available, or 
to pick up a pack of nose cones or kit or two. 
 
If you are interested in buying motors in mass, I recommend 
purchasing from a internet/mail order hobby.  The prices are 
20% to 30% cheaper than a retail hobby store, and even though 
you pay for shipping, it still is cheaper than spending the full 
retail price.  For instance, a pack of C6-5's can cost $6.29.  At a 
mail order hobby store, the price can be as much as a dollar or 
two less per pack.  Add up five or ten packs, and you are 

Clive Davis and his pug Lulu  

I also assumed that rocketeers 
were members of some secret 

pyrotechnic cult. 
How wrong I was! 


